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XXXIX. An Account of a iBoo^ entitled, [Julij Vi- 
talis Epitaphium ; cum Notis Crkicis Expli- 
cationeq$ V. C. Hen. Dodwelli, et Commen- 
tario Guil. Mufgrav®. ] lfc<& Dunmoniorum. 
Sumtibus Philippi Yeo. MDCCXI. 

IT is faid of Zew, that when He confulted the Ora- 
cle, as to what courfe of Life He were beft to pur- 
iue, He received for Anfwer, eJ <myxwri£om >nu vm^ilf, 
ft ad tnortuos fe adplicaret 5 it being from Them, their 
Writings and other Remains, that the greateft part of 
Knowledge is derived to us 3 and what the Living fur- 
nifh us with, is chiefly taken from the Monuments of 
the Dead. 

Infiriptions are in this kind rnoft valuable, as being 
for the generality Originals of undoubted Veracity, not 
fubjed to the Errors of Copying. The InfcripHon here 
publifti'd, is of the greater value, for that it is the on- 
ly one, as yet di(cover*d, any way relating to the Britifh 
Belg<e. 

You have, Tab. VII. the Infcription, with the Figure of Tab. VII. 
the Stone, as it was dug up near Bath, ijcS> and is now 
to be feen, Cet up in a Wall at the Eaft end of the 
Church, in the Abby Green. 

I read it thus at length, according to our Modern 
way of writing Latin. 

Julius Vi talis, Fabricenps Legionis Vicefims Valerianae 
ViUricki Stipendiorum novem, Annorum viginti novem, 
Natione Belga, ex Collegio Fabricenfium elatus, hie fitus 
eft. 
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The Learned Mr. DodweU, after his Critical Notes on 
this Infcription, divides his Explication of it into Tea 
Seftions, which have the following Titles. 

SECT. I. Legionnm fengularum Fabricenfes fub pri- 
mis duntaxat Imperatorihm. 

II. AU] Fabricenfes hi a Fabricenfibus Notitiarum, et 
Codicis utriufqiyy tarn Theodofiani quant Juftini3nei. 

III. Leges de Fabricenfibus (etiam poji Confrandnutn 
M.) non foli Officiorum Magiftro-Je^ Comiti etiam Sacra- 
rum Largitionum, et Prsfecto Praetorij infiribi folita, 
nfq$ ad A. D. 474. 

IV. ^ Temporibus Conftantini, et initio Diocleiiani, 
Britannia /»£ Prsfe&o Gallicani Prsetonjj, qui proinde Fa- 
brics militaris Britannics Potejhtem habebat. 

V. Caraufius et Aile&us in Britannia Augufti Fabrics 
Brkannics profpiciebant per fuorum Prstoriorum Prs- 
feftos, non Gallicanum. Infcriptio h&c ferior Ftolemso, 
antiquior tatnen Dionis Confulatu^ A. D, 229- 

VF. In ipfa Vrbe Bathonienfi erat Fabricenfium Legio- 
nis XX*. Collegium. 

VH. Legio 1 i a . Aug. nondnm in agro Monumethenfi, 
A. D, en. cum excederet Sept. Severus. Eoqj proinde 
anno antiquior erat hsec, fortaffis, Infcriptio. 

VIII. iieri potejl, vt Fahricas duplices, Urn Armor 11111 
quam Machinarum Bellicarum, complexum fuerit unicucn 
hujHs Infcriptionis Fabrics Collegium* 

IX. Na- 
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IX. Nationis nomine Patria defignatur juJij Vita I is, 
que in Belgarura territorio faerit, non Gallicorum, fed 
Britannlcorum. 

X. Ad honorem julij Vitalis faciuut, qusdeeo in hoc 
ntonumento dicuntur- 

To this Explication of Julius Vitalis his Epitaph, the 
fame learned Gentleman adds two other Inscriptions, one 
found not long fince at Pozzuoli, the other at Bai<e, 
with Explications of them. 

After a Letter of Compliment, to Dr. Nkholes, late 
Warden of Winchejier College, the Editor produces his 
Commentary on jf»/r«v Vitalis his Epitaph. They are both 
divided into Sv&ions, in the following Order. 

Seel. I. 1 V L I V S. VITAL! S. 

Thcfe Nimes are enquired into, and Inftances given 
of many Perfons having this Sirname 5 and of thole ibme 
of Quality, now living in Italy. 

Seft. SI. F A B R.IC1ESIS. 

It is here obferved, that the Romans, for the fake of 
eafy Pronunciation, ufed fornetimes to interpofe an I, 
and omit N. That they, being great Mafters of the 
Art Military, had dmtm generum Ofjicinas Armorum, qua- 
rum hs Legionari<e, Ufa Opidana ennt. The former came 
at laft to be call'd Fabric*, as appears from Hjgintts, al- 
lowing,, in every Camp for three Regions, room for a 
Fabrics (Vide Antiq. Pvotn. a CI. Graevio edit. Vol. X*) 
From Fabrica comes Fabricenfes, which is read in the 
Theodojian Code, in a Law made Leontio & Salluflio 
Cojf. (A. D. 344.) And becaufe the Author has not met 
with this Word earlier than this Year, He does not place 
7- Vitalis much above this time* 

Sed. UI; 
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Sc&. in. LEG. XX. 

The Author here delivers it as probable, That this 
was one of Anionjcs Legions, which amounted, without 
Interruption, to the Number XXV. inclufive. The /»* 
fignia. for the fir ft Cohort of this Legion, and two fuch 
as belong to the other Cohorts, are, from a Coyn of Z>- 
finm, here reprefented in a Cut. 

Under this head it is affirmed. That there were feve- 
ral Vicefima Legioms, but how many is uncertain. The 
feveral Names of this Legion, as they lye fcatter'd up 
and down in Authors, are recited. A fhort Hiftory of 
it produced, particularly of its coming into Britain un- 
der Plmtius, about the Year 45. Thatlnvafion one of 
the moft remarkable Epochal^ that ever concerned this 
Ifland. Gracina, Wife to Plautii/s, probably the firft 
Chrijlian in Britain. This Legion was in the laft Battel 
with, and overthrow of Boadkia : Was under the Com- 
mand of Rofcius C<eliuf, and after that of Agricola : Had 
its chief Station at Deva (Chejier,') which had its Increafe, 
if not its Rife, from this Legion, about the Year 80. 
Near the River De.va } He thinks the Cangi were feated 5 
and proves, That they were overcome by Agricola in 
the firft Year of Domitian's Reign, This Legion in Bri- 
tain in the Reign of Adrian. The VexilUrii of this Le- 
gion built part of that Wall, between Dunbritton and 
Edenborough Friths. Ptolemy and the Itinerary of Anto- 
ninus mention this Legion, as fettled at Deva: (Chefter,) 
It was there in the time of Commodus, and at Crorvdun* 
dale-waith It fided with Caraujttts, againft Maximini&n 
and Diocletian. The Romans did often place Coyns, 
under their Altars, and other Buildings. Of the XXth 
Legion, part had their Station at Bath ; and was there 
about the middle of the 4th Century. This Legion 
continued in Britain about three hundred Years 5 con- 

fequently, 
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fequently, muft be of great ufe in communicating to 
the Britain*, the many Arts and Sciences, they learnt of 
the Romans. 

s e a. IV. V. V. 

Tho' Learned Men agree, That the latter V fignifies 
Vt&rix, an Epithet common to this with feveral other 
Legions ; there is among them much controversy, what 
it meant by the former V. fome reading it Valens, others 
Valeria, ethers Valeriana. The Author is of the latter 
Opinion, urging, That as the Legion, called by D/> 
fattvfimi, is by Tacitus, more than once, term'd Clandiana 
Legio s, fo this Legion, term'd by Dio cw^iW, ought, 
in his Opinion, to be in Latin rendred Legio Valeriana .* 
Efpecialiy, if we confider, That the word Legio affects 
to be joined with an Adje&ive ending in ana ^ of which 
He produces almoft twenty Examples, and can produce 
many more :> On the other hand, it does not appear to 
him, That Legio is in any good Author joyned with the 
word Valeria. He farther adds, That tho it bejindoubt- 
edly true, there was a Legion call'd Vahns Vi&rix, (for 
this is evident from an Infcription, reported by Lip/ins, 
and others) yet there is no proof, That any Legion, ha- 
ving that Name, was ever in Britain. He enquires, how 
this Legion came to be call'd Valeriana, and how Vi- 
Brix .-And fays, there is a longer Account of this Le- 
gion, than perhaps of any other, vi%. up to ^74 
Years. 

Seft. V. STIPENDIOR.UM. iX, 

The yearly Stipends are here placed to- ex-prefs the- 
Years of Service, and (hew, That J. V. ferved nine Years 
in the Army. 

i VIo. 
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Sea. VI. ANN OR. XXXIX. 

This double N is very remarkable, rarely, if at all, 
to be met with in any other Infcription. The laft Line, 
in the Ligature, is raife'd higher than ordinary, perhaps 
to include, for foftnefs of Pronounciation, an 1 5 and 
then the Word is to be read Anniorum. There are many 
Inftances of this kind to be met with, in ancient MSS and 
Inscriptions. Julius Vitalis enter'd into the Service in the 
Twentieth Year of his Age 3 though the Romans gene- 
rally lifted at Seventeen, and fometimes earlier. Coyns 
are mentioned, as proving Cifres to be of ufe among 
the Romans. 

Seel:. VII. NATIONE. 

The firft Vowel here, without a Line tranfverfe, is 
according to Mr. Cambdens Rule, a good Argument to 
prove, this Infcription not to be more ancient than Se- 
verus's Age •• There being, as that Learned Antiquary 
affirms, no fuch Form of this Letter, in this Ifland, before 
that time. 

Sea. VIII. BELGA. 

The Belg<e came out of Germany, and fettled in Gaul 3 
from whence a part of them invaded Britain, about the 
Time of Diviaticus. They landed in, or near the Bay of 
Qaufentum (old South -hampton) and pofTeft the Sea-Coaft 
of Hamp/hire, as it is now call 'd. Thence they march'd 
to Venta QVinchefler) -and gave it the Name of Venta 
Belgarum, and extended their Conquefts farther, into the 
Countreys now known by the Names of Wiltshire and 
Somcrfet. 

The 



( **9.) 

The Cangi could not inhabit any part of this Belghm, 
(as fome learned Men have formerly affirmed, and others 
of late undertaken to prove 5) for the Leaden Pigs, in 
number twenty, found fome time fince in Chefnre, each 
having the following Infcription, 

IMP. DOMIT. AVG. GER. DE. CEANG. 

That is, 

Imperator Tiomitianus Augnfius Germanicm de Ceangk, 
five Cangi?, 

Thefe Lamina Plumbea do (I fay) evidently prove 
the Victory of the Cangi to have been near the River 
Deva, where in all likelihood they were feated. 

Tis farther manifeft from Ptolemey, they could not, at 
leaft in his time, and according to his Geography, inha- 
bit any part of Belgium, and this by an undeniable Ar- 
gument. The Maritime Belgians near the JJle of Wight, 
were overcome by Veftafian $ whofe Gamp, now to be 
feen near Chichefter, was capable of three Legions, rhat is, 
Thirty fix thoufand Men. 

Vitalk a Citizen of Roms, by virtue of Caracall^s 
Conftitotion, if no other way. The Britain* were fome- 
times call'd Romans. Feffafian never overcame the Dun- 
monij. 

Seft. VIIIL EX. COLECiO. FABEUCE. 

The fingle L is according to the Cuftom of the R&- . 
mans, which held as long as their Language' 

C for G was alfo ufaal with Them. 

P p Tfie- 
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The Fabric* Sacra, ot Office for making Arms of the 
greater fort, for the Souldiery, is mention 'd by Paternuf ; 
who lived under the Antoninet. Trajan feems, firft, to 
have built this fort of Office ; whofe Geconomy is here 
fee forth 5 bur, in Britain, Adrian, A. D- CXXI. Why 
we ought to read Fabricenfium. The Bath-Fabric had 
Ore and Fuel from the Silures, {Glocefterflrire and Mon- 
wouthflrire) where Adrian funk an Iron-work. Of the 
Officer in the Army called Jrmorum Cuftos. The Ar- 
mamentarium at the Mouth of the old Rhine, very an- 
cient : Its Communication, in latter Times, with our. 
Fabrka. Not unlikely, but that the Legionary Fabri- 
cenfes were incorporated info the Bath-Collsge- Julius 
Vitalis recommended Himfelf to the College, perhaps by 
his Humanity, Probity, and Urbanity. The Luxury of 
this XXth Legion, and of the Fabricenfes near Bath, mahi- 
feft from their many Mofaic Pavements : Of which one is 
here defcribed. Vitalis feems to have been Vrafe&tis 
Fabricenfium, from the Honour done Him, by the whole 
College, in his Funeral and Monument. 

Sed. X. ELATUS. 

The true Signification of this Word, in opposition to 
Sipontinus. Collegium, in the pureft Latin Authors, never 

signifies a- Place. 

Sear. XI. H S E. 

The Rife of Notes, SinguU, or SigU. No Points in this 
Note, being of itfelf eafily underftood. The common 
way of Deciphering not difficult 5 and may be per- 
formed by one, who understands not the Language of 
the Writing. A way of writing propofed, fo occult, 
as not to be difcovered. No Digamnta Kiolieum in any 
of the Britifh Jnfcriptiens. Phrafes, as well as Words, 

have 
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have their Rife and Fall. This of [Ilk [if its e/i'j one of 
the rnoft ancient. 

The Military Ways, as now feen, are fome of the 
moft Magnificent Remains of the Roman Greatnefs 5 
begun near Bath, under Claudius. The Roman Army 
in Britain under Nero 70000: which, after the De- 
feat of Boadkia, was in all likelihood employ 'd in public 
Works, as Ways, &c. At Ruth four Military Ways 
meet ; in this ^uadrivium, about a Mile out of the 
Town, near the London-Road, was a famous Burying- 
Place; in which Julius Vital fc^ and feveral others, were 
1>uryed. Burying-Plices moft proper remote from Cities, 
and therefore recommended to more frequent ufe, after 
the Example of moft wife Nations. 

In the laft Chapter the Author treats of the Ortho- 
graphy, Ornaments, and other Accidents of this Infirip* 
Hon, fetting forth, in particular, That as Infcriflims belt 
of all teach Orthography, fo they are often mod 
faulty in this refptci. Points at first were nfed to di- 
ftinguifh Words. In this hfcriftion, they are, where 
moft per feci:, Triangular, and placed near the middle 
of the preceding Letter. The Roman V was pronounced 
like our W 5 confequently Julius Wiulis, This Vowel 
was fometimes pointed beneath, fometimes Arch'd, as 
appears from MSS of a thoufand Years age, now to be 
feen in the Bodleian Library : contrary to the Opinion 
of Cellaring ; who affirms, That the round bnttOinM 
U, U 5 is not above a hundred Years {landing. This lafr 
Figure of this Letter taken from the Rrsner, as the other, 
V, was from the Greek t. Of the mixing fin all with 
great Letters 5 and mixing, in tf e fame Wriiing, Letters 
of divers Alphabets. Lithotomies carelefs in dividing 
Syllables. Knowledge of the Antlents befr prefer ved by 
Infiripthifs 5 which yet labour under great delects. Ths 
life of this Infcri'ption. 

Pp". The 
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The A. ot this Comimriary can't but take Notice, 
That it is not reprefented aright by the Editor of the 
Biblioihifte choifis^ Tom. X XV. primeve partie. For pagg. 
2,2$ and 6, Be fays, {^Beiges, qui des Provinces feptentrio~ 
nalcs du Continent des Gatles s' it stent iranfportez en Angle* 
terre^ autour de Bath & Wells'] Whereas the Commen- 
tary afiinns no fuch thing, and in all likelihood Wells^ 
and perhaps Bath too, is much later than the fettling 
of the Bslg,e in Britain. In the ad place, He obferves, 
That whereas she BibUo'cheque affirms of the Bath Fa- 
bric [ce qm V on dvoit ignore jufqv a prefent] the Qom- 
tmnUiry quite otherwife fays, {Fabricam Aquis, quad orbi 
liter aio jivt din latuit 9 fnij/e CaSidis.3 pag. 189. Laftly, 
f peaking of the round bortom'd XJ 9 invented (as Cello,- 
rius affirms} about a hundred Years ago. This, fays the 
Bibliciheque, is true, as to Infcriptions [Cela e(l vrai a I' 
sgurd des bifcriplons] On the other hand, I take leave 
to afnrm, quod hujns conirarmm efl veriffimum : There 
being now to be fl-cn u\ Cornwall an old Infcription 
with a round U. 



A N 



